Monday, May 11, 2026 was Senior awards night at J. Frank Dobie High School.  One of the scholarships on the list was the Darren Lajaunie Grand Slam College Scholarship for Dobie tennis team players.

Darren was a 1984 Dobie graduate and co-valedictorian.  He played tennis for Dobie High School for four years and went on to play on the club level at the University of Texas is Austin while earning is Electrical Engineering degree.

Darren was employed by Lockheed Martin at the Johnson Space Center for 22 years working on Life Science Space Shuttle missions.  He was the recipient of the prestigious Nasa Silver Snoopy Award, NASA’s Exceptional Public Service Award and Nasa’s Space Flight Awareness award.  

Darren was diagnosed with Melanoma in 2009, endured several clinical trials and chemo treatments and lost his battle on May 3, 2011.

To honor Darren’s memory, his wife, Camille and son, Andrew began the Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund and raise funds to award college scholarships for the Dobie tennis team seniors and tennis players at the Harry Taylor Tennis Center in Pasadena.  

This year three J. Frank Dobie high school seniors each received a $1,000 college scholarship on May 11th at the J. Frank Dobie Senior Award night.

Recipients this year include two ladies and one boy for the Darren Lajaunie Grand Slam Dobie College Scholarship.  

The first lady’s recipient is Dobie Tennis Senior, Dulce Majie.  She was awarded a $1,000 College scholarship to attend the University of Houston to study Global Hospitality.  

Dulce has been playing tennis for four years, became a Team Captain in her junior year and would like to continue here tennis career in college, playing on the club level at UH.  She will be able to continue her emphasis on leadership and sportsmanship on and off the court.

Dulce is a member of The National Technical Honor Society (NTHS) a premier organization recognizing excellence in Career and Technical Education (CTE). The organization honors students for achievements in vocational/technical fields by offering scholarships, networking opportunities, and industry recognition. Membership, requires a 3.0+ GPA and high CTE grades.  She is also a member of the Dobie Student Council and an Officer and Treasurer for the Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA).  FCCLA is a national Career and Technical Student Organization (CTSO) for high school students enrolled in Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) education.  The organization focuses on personal growth, leadership, and career preparation through community service and competitive events.  

Dulce’s role model is tennis great, Serena Williams because of her great perseverance to follow her tennis passion.  Dulce looks up to her and would like to be as successful as Serena one day.

The second Dobie Ladies Grand Slam winner of $1,000 is tennis senior Tiffany Nguyen.  Miss Nguyen will be attending San Jacinto Community College to study Business.  

Miss Nguyen is also a member of the National Technical Honor Society (NTHS) and Dual Credit classes.  Both opportunities have taught her to be more responsible and focus on time management while juggling her responsibilities.  Tiffany concentrated her community service work with the Houston Food Bank, making 1,000 meals for the needy and cards for a local nursing home.

Tiffany’s greatest tennis achievement was placing third at District in her freshman year.  She has been inspired by Tennis Professional, Naomi Osaka because of her perseverance on and off the court.

The men’s recipient of the Darren Lajaunie Grand Slam Dobie College Scholarship was awarded to tennis senior, Jordan De Robles.  Jordan was also awarded a $1,000 scholarship to attend the University of Houston to study nursing.

He has been playing tennis for four years and has demonstrated good sportsmanship through respect, self-control and a positive attitude towards opponents and teammates.  Jordan’s tennis role model is Roger Federer, because of his skill, discipline, mindset and character he displays on and off the court.

Jordan is a member of the Dobie Key Club, which is the oldest and largest international student-led service organization for high schoolers.  The Key Club has approximately 260,000 members in over 30 countries, focusing on building leadership, character, and compassion through volunteering, community service projects, and fundraising for charities.  “I have learned the importance of teamwork, patience and ability to work well under pressure and more understanding towards others”, said Jordan.

Jordan’s greatest achievement is obtaining his ECG (or EKG) certification which validates a healthcare professional's proficiency in performing and interpreting electrocardiograms to measure the heart's electrical activity.  “I believe I took a big step towards my goal of entering the medical field and becoming a nurse”, said Jordan.

This year the Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund (DLTSF) has raised over $3,000 in donations.  Since 2012 DLTSF has provided $77,000 in college scholarships and 38 tennis camp scholarships.  The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund has been awarding tennis camp and college scholarship for 15 years.  They have been raising money for these efforts and want to thank everyone for their donations to remember Darren Lajaunie.

Scholarship updates can be found on the website at www.DLtennisscholarships.com and on our Facebook Page.  Thank you to all our donors for making these scholarships possible.  If anyone would like to donate to the scholarship fund, you may send checks or money orders to the Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund, 3106 Mossy Elm court, Houston, TX  77059.

The Darren Lajaunie Tennis Scholarship Fund is a 501© 3 charity that operates in the state of Texas and all donations are tax deductible.
